
Kenya Home Water Project  
 

KENYA: BUILDING HOMES, BUILDING LIVES 
 

The Kenya Home Water Project with the National Cooperative Housing Union (NACHU) of Kenya 
will provide clean drinking water for 250 homes and over 1,250 people in Nairobi. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

More than 40% of Kenya’s 45 million people do not have access to safe 
drinking water and more than 60% do not have adequate sanitation 
facilities. UNICEF estimates that 1,800 children worldwide under the age of 
five die every day – one child every minute - from diarrhoeal diseases that 
are directly linked to contaminated water, poor sanitation, and unhygienic 
conditions. That is the global equivalent of losing 30 school buses filled 
with kindergarten-aged children every day. Women and children often have 
to walk long distances and take up to two hours per day just to fetch water, 
or purchase it locally at high prices. Finding a source of clean water is a key 
step in moving families out of slums and into their own homes.  

 
The $50,000 fundraising goal of the Kenya Home Water Project will 
provide clean drinking water for 250 homes and 1,250 people in Nairobi, 
the capital of Kenya. The funds will be invested in a sustainable water 
distribution system that will be managed by local housing cooperatives and 
expanded over time. Support for this project is part of Rooftops Canada’s 
ongoing Kenya: Building Homes, Building Lives campaign funding the 
development of sustainable housing communities. This initial phase of the 
Kenya Home Water Project will provide clean drinking water to homes in 
the Kitemoto, Semba Tuviki, and Ngalawa cooperatives. It will be 

expanded over time to support other cooperatives as the local sale of water replenishes the original 
capital investment, creating a new pool of funds which can support future development. Rooftops 
Canada, the recipient of funding from the Department of foreign Affairs and Trade Development, will 
provide an additional $2 dollars for every $1 dollar donated to the Kenya Home Water Project to 
support the development of these future water projects.  
 

Zuhra Abdalah, her husband and four children wanted to escape the 
Kibera slum in Nairobi. It is one of the largest slums in Africa with about 
700,000 people or 20% of the city’s population. Families in Kibera pay 
high rents for little more than a 10’ x 10’ shack dwelling in addition to 
paying the high cost of obtaining clean water. Zuhra established a small 
hair dressing business while her husband worked as a general labourer, 
but even together they still lacked the financial resources to purchase land 
or to build their own home. Zuhra learned from a friend, Nafisa Burham 
(right), about how NACHU offers programs to help families save to 
purchase land and build their own homes. Over three years she and her 
husband saved enough from their small incomes to get a microfinance 
loan to build their own home.  

 
“I thank NACHU a lot for giving me an opportunity to own a house and a better life and  

I wish that they can help others as well to acquire housing,”   – Zuhra Abdalah 
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About ROOFTOPS CANADA 

The PROJECT 
“Water has no alternative. If you cannot install electricity, you can use a 
kerosene lamp, but water has to be water,” - Peninah Wanbua 

 The investment in the Kenya Home Water Project will pay to drill a 
central borehole, install a solar pump facility, and provide storage tanks 
for the three housing cooperative communities, creating new jobs and 
fostering new self-employment opportunities. When this project reaches 
its full operational capacity, it will deliver 40,000 litres of clean water per 
day, providing each family with approximately 160 litres per day to meet 
the needs of up to five people. This represents an average daily usage of 

just over 30 litres per person while the average Canadian usage is more than 225 litres per person. 
Thirty litres of water is equivalent to a single dishwasher load. Because of the collective participation 
of these three housing cooperatives, the cost will only be $200 per home, and the cost for an individual 
family to pay for their water supply will be a fraction of what they had to pay in the slum. It’s easy to 
see how a few donations of $50, $100 or $250 can quickly add up to helping a whole family have clean 
water! 

Formed in 1979, The National Cooperative Housing Union (NACHU) of 
Kenya is the national organization representing more than 390 registered 
housing cooperatives in seven regions of the country. NACHU has become 
a leading organization in providing housing microfinancing, capacity-
building, community training, and technical services. The cost of 
purchasing and preparing a plot of land is approximately $1,000 with an 
additional cost of $5,000 to build a new home. Once family members have 
raised their share of the costs, and the microfinancing loans are repaid, the 
recycled funds can then be reinvested in providing housing loans to other 
families. Supporting sustainable housing development is the fundamental 
principle of Rooftops Canada’s overseas programs.   

Rooftops Canada is the international program of six major 
cooperative housing organizations in Canada and has worked  

with local operating partners in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and Eastern Europe. Rooftops Canada has long 
supported NACHU in development housing, microfinancing and 
other programs, including the Youth Green Enterprise Fund 
which supports young Kenyans in creating jobs by developing 
green businesses. Since 1984, Rooftops Canada has addressed 
the urgent need for housing, microfinancing, violence 
prevention, children’s safety, housing rights, urban food 
security, urban agriculture and HIV/AIDS discrimination.   
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Please make your donation at www.rooftops.ca or directly by mail at: 
 

Rooftops Canada - Abri International 
720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 313, Toronto ON M5S 2T9 

Phone: (416) 366-1445  •  Fax: (416) 366-3876 
E-mail: thandi@rooftops.ca  •  Web: www.rooftops.ca 
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